Attorney's Docket No. KCC 4963 (K-C 19,109) 



DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 
REGULAR OR DESIGN APPLICATION 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
below next to my ( name . 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor 
(if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention 
entitled: ~ " ~~ — 

ABSORBENT MATERIALS AND ABSORBENT ARTICLES INCORPORATING SUCH 
ABSORBENT MATERIALS 

the specification of which: 

(check one) 

[ ] is attached hereto 

[X] was filed on July 31, 2 003 as Application Serial No. 
10/631 , 916 , and was amended on. 

[ ] was described and claimed in PCT International Application 

No. , filed on and as amended 

under PCT Article 19 on , if any. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF REVIEW OF PAPERS AND DUTY OF CANDOR 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents 
of the above identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material 
to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations §1.56. 
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PRIORITY CLAIM 



I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United 
States Code, §119 (a) - (d) or §365 (b) of any foreign application 
for patent or inventor 1 s certificate, or §365 (a) of any PCT 
application which designates at least one country other than the 
United States of America, listed below and have also identified 
below any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate having a filing date before that of the application 
on which priority is claimed: 

Priority Claimed 



(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) 



(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) 



(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) 

Priority Not Claimed 

ANY FOREIGN APPLICATION (S) , ON THE SAME SUBJECT MATTER WHICH HAS 
A FILING DATE EARLIER THAN THE EARLIEST APPLICATION FROM WHICH 
PRIORITY IS CLAIMED 



(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) 

CLAIM FOR BENEFIT OF PROVISIONAL APPLICATION (S) 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
§119 (e) of any United States provisional application (s) listed 
below . 



(Application Number) (Filing Date) 



(Application Number) (Filing Date) 
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CLAIM FOR BENEFIT OF EARLIER U.S. APPLICATION (S) 
UNDER 35 U.S.C. 120 

(complete this part only if this is a divisional, 
continuation or CIP application) 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
§120 of any United States application (s) , or §365 (c) of any PCT 
international application designating the United States of 
America, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each 
of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior 
United States application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35, United States Code §112, I acknowledge the 
duty to disclose information which is material to patentability 
as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56 which 
became available between the filing date of the prior application 
- and the national or PCT International filing date of this 
application: 



(Serial No.) (Filing Date) (Status) 



(Serial No.) (Filing Date) (Status) 



POWER OF ATTORNEY 

I hereby appoint the following attorneys/agents to prosecute this 
application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected therewith: Robert A. Ambrose (51,231), 
Scott A. Baum (51,237), Michael J. Bendel (39,605), John L. 
Brodersen (51,236), Jonelle R . Burnham (41,980), Patricia A. 
Charlier (38,840), Thomas J. Connelly (28,404), Gregory E. Croft 

(27,542), Jeff B. Curtin (37,601), Ralph H. Dean (41,550), Alyssa 
A. Dudkowski (40,596), Randall W. Fieldhack (43,611), Steven D. 
Flack (40,608), Thomas M. Gage (33,385), Scott B. Garrison 

(39,198), Joseph P. Harps (28,854), William D. Herrick (25,468), 
Kyle K. Kappes (34,846), Nancy M. Klembus (40,051), Michael H. 
Kubicki (51,235), Christos S. Kyriakou (42,776), Nicholas N. 
Leach (31,776), William W. Letson (42,797), Thomas J. Mielke 

(31,399), Douglas L. Miller (30,406), Thomas M. Parker (42,063), 
Sebastian C. Pugliese III (42,091), James B. Robinson (34,912), 
Rick M. Shane (50,921), Karl V. Sidor (32,597), Dana E. Stano 

(50,750), Douglas H. Tulley, Jr. (34,743), Sue C. Watson 

(38,850), Patrick C. Wilson (31,893), Paul Y. Yee (29,460), all 
of Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc., 401 N. Lake St., Neenah, WI 
54956, and Donald G. Leavitt (17,626), John K. Roedel, Jr. 

(25,914), Michael E. Godar (28,416), Edward J. Hejlek (31,525), 
William E. Lahey (26,757), Richard G. Heywood (18,224), Frank R. 
Agovino (27,416), Kurt F. James (33,716), Paul I. J. Fleischut 

(35,513), Vincent M. Keil (36,838), Robert M. Evans, Jr. 

(36,794), Robert M. Bain (36,736), Kathleen M. Petrillo (35,076), 
Richard L. Bridge (40,529), Christopher M. Goff (41,785), Derick 
E . Allen (43,468), Michael G. Munsell (43,820), Anthony R. Kinney 

(44,834), Brian P. Klein (44,837), Donald W. Tuegel (45,424), 
Steven M. Ritchey (46,321), Kathryn J. Doty (40,593), James J. 
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Barta, Jr. (47,409), James E. Davis (47,516), Richard A. Schuth 
(47,929), Jennifer E. Hoekel (48,330), Timothy B. McBride 
(47,781), David L. Howard (41,502), Andrew N. Claerbout (50,202), 
Thomas F. Maloney (50,156), James D. Harper (51,781), Jeffrey S. 
Ellsworth (51,650), Patricia K. Fitzsimmons (52,894) and Kofi 
Adzamli (P-52,545), all of the law firm of SENNIGER, POWERS, 
LEAVITT Sc ROEDEL, One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor, St. Louis, 
Missouri 63102. 



Send Correspondence To : 


Direct Telephone Calls To: 


Customer Number: 000321 


Richard L. Bridge 




(314) 231-5400 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 



Full name of sole or first inventor Jian Oin 



Inventor 1 s signature 




Date S*pf~. //. t^ } 



Residence 3316 South Scarlet Oak Lane; Appleton, WI 54915 
Citizenship US 

Home address 3316 South Scarlet Oak Lane; Appleton f WI 54915 
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Full name of second joint inventor Xiaomin Zhang 

Second inventor's signature 9^2 — ; Date ?fftl 11 J 

Residence 3413 North Morrison Street, Appleton, WI 54911 

Citizenship US 

Home address 3413 North Morrison Street , Appleton, WI 54911 
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Full name of third joint inventor Debra Ann Graverson 
Third inventor's signature 

Residence 1523 Palisades Drive, Appleton, WI 54915 
Citizenship US 



iventor uenra Ann uraverson 

Qih, & J^>mm^ Date fJn/o^ 



Home address 1523 Palisades Drive, Appleton, WI 54915 
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EXPLANATION OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 



By signing the declaration, you acknowledge your duty to disclose to the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office information which is material to the 
examination of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, § 1.56. Material information includes any information concerning 
whether: 

The subject matter of this application was known or used by others in the 
United States before your invention thereof; or 

The subject matter of this application was patented or described in any 
printed publication in any country before your invention thereof or more than 
one year prior to the date of this application; or 

The subject matter of this application was in public use, offered for 
sale or on sale in the United States more than one year prior to the filing 
date of this application; or 

The subject matter of this application was first patented or made the 
subject of an inventor's certificate issued in any country foreign to the 
United States as an application filed by you or your representatives or 
assigns more than twelve months prior to the date of this application; or 

any application for patent or inventor's certificate on the subject 
matter of this application has been filed by your representatives or assigns 
in any foreign country. 

In addition, you must advise us of the closest prior art (including your 
own patents and publications) of which you are aware so that we may bring it 
to the attention of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 

This duty to disclose material information continues after the 
application is filed. During the pendency of this patent application, each 
person substantially involved in the preparation or prosecution of this patent 
application, including each inventor, has a duty to disclose to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office all known information which would be material to 
patentability. Failure to meet this duty can result in an unenforceable 
and/or invalid patent. 

Any of the above information should be brought to the attention of the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office within three months of filing of this 
application, or within three months of acquiring such information, whichever 
is later. Accordingly, please promptly advise us of any of the above 
information, or any other information that may be material to patentability 
and is either presently known to you or later becomes known to you during the 
pendency of this application. 



